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been chosen to represent the state of Colo-
rado as delegates at the Congress of Future
Science and Technology Leaders. The stu-
dents are Caitlyn Bauder, Sadie Krause,
Miguel Ortiz, Devan Ruder, Ashton Shoe-
maker, Brenna Sydow, Athena Taylor, and
Kyle Yamada.

The Congress of Future Science and Tech-
nology Leaders is an honors program that rec-
ognizes exceptional high school students who
are pursuing careers as engineers, scientists,
or technologists.

These students are the future leaders of the
STEM fields and our country. Through their
studies, they have embodied the meaning of
hard work and perseverance to achieve their
goals, and will advance science and tech-
nology for future generations

Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to recognize
these students from the fourth district of Colo-
rado for their hard work and service to our
community. | wish them the best in their future
endeavors.

RECOGNIZING MR. ED WAITS

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize a gentleman from my home state
whose work in the area of respiratory care has
undoubtedly saved countless lives.

Mr. Ed Waits spent four decades working
many long hours every day to serve patients
in North Central, Alabama.

Mr. Waits began his career in 1954 working
in inhalation therapy at the Walker Oxygen
Company. Waits would deliver oxygen tanks
to local hospitals.

In 1958, one of the hospitals Waits deliv-
ered oxygen to, West End Baptist Hospital, of-
fered him a fulltime position as an inhalation
therapist. As part of this position, he also pro-
vided the same service for Highland Baptist
Hospital.

Mr. Wait's workday began at 6:30 a.m.
when most of us are just waking up. He would
perform his duties at West End Hospital and
then ride in a laundry truck to complete his
days’ work at Highland Baptist.

The job performed by Mr. Waits could at
times be very grueling. If the elevator did not
work, he would have to carry oxygen tanks,
weighing between 75 and 100 pounds, up five
flights of stairs slung over his shoulder. Mr.
Waits also had to be on call 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, as he was the only inha-
lation therapy employee. He performed this
non-stop service for four years before addi-
tional employees were hired.

In 1963, Mr. Waits became the first presi-
dent of the Alabama Society of Inhalation
Therapists. He has also received honorary
doctorate degrees from Miles College and the
American Pulmonary Medical Institute. He re-
tired from Princeton Baptist Hospital in 1994.

Mr. Waits is also a veteran of our military.
He served in the United States Navy from
1951 to 1955.

He is a true servant to his community, his
state and to our country. This is why, for
posterity’s sake, his accomplishments should
forever be enshrined.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Mr. Ed Waits
for his sacrifice and hard work on behalf of so

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

many Alabamians over the years and for
being an example for younger generations to
look up to.

ELIAS VIGIL
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Elias Vigil for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Elias Vigil is a student at Arvada K-8
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Elias Vigil
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Elias
Vigil for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

INTRODUCTION OF A BIPARTISAN
RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT FOR ADDRESSING THE
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT IN A
CONCURRENT TRACK WITH THE
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE
PROCESS AND COMMENDING
ARAB AND MUSLIM-MAJORITY
STATES THAT HAVE IMPROVED
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH
ISRAEL

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bipartisan resolution supporting
the concurrent-track approach to the lIsraeli-
Palestinian peace process. | want to acknowl-
edge and thank Representative ELIOT ENGEL,
Ranking Member of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and my friend and colleague
across the aisle, Representative DAVID
SCHWEIKERT, for introducing this resolution
with me.

There is no reason to parse words: the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict presents an im-
mensely difficult challenge. There are no easy
answers. Successive United States Presi-
dential administrations have pursued peace
agreements between the parties for over 30
years, from the 1982 Reagan Plan for Middle
East Peace to the 1993 Oslo Accords, Camp
David Summit, Clinton Parameters, Annapolis
Conference, and efforts to restart the peace
process under the Obama Administration.
Today, it seems as if progress has ground to
a halt.

The relationship between America and
Israel is paramount. We stand with our ally
and continue to support efforts to move the

E855

peace process forward, whenever and in any
way possible. Despite lack of progress, Israel
and some of her Arab neighbors have worked
quietly and behind the scenes to improve bilat-
eral relations in recent years. Common threats
posed by Iran and the Islamic State have al-
lowed for new limited dialogues to emerge.
However limited they may be, these inter-
actions present a new approach for improving
the outlook of the Middle East.

The concurrent-track approach, sometimes
referred to as the “outside-in” approach, en-
courages Arab and Muslim-majority states to
improve bilateral relations with Israel, as Israel
and the Palestinian Authority concurrently
work to advance the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process. Although there are rarely, if ever,
easy solutions to challenges as complex as
bringing lasting peace to the Middle East,
Congress should encourage and support
those states willing to engage in that endeav-
or.

The resolution expresses support for the
concurrent track approach, and commends
Arab and Muslim-majority states that have al-
ready taken steps to improve their bilateral re-
lations with Israel. |, like nearly all of my col-
leagues in Congress, continue to support a
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, negotiated between the State of Israel
and the Palestinian Authority, and resulting in
two states for two peoples, living side-by-side
in peace, security, and mutual recognition. |
believe this is the only way to ensure that both
the Israeli people and the Palestinian people
can have a sovereign homeland. The inability
to achieve a two-state solution threatens the
State of Israel's security and identity as the
democratic homeland of the Jewish people,
just as it impedes the well-being and self-de-
termination of the Palestinian people.

Earlier this month, we marked the 50th An-
niversary of Israel's Six-Day War and the anni-
versary of the re-unification of Jerusalem. For
the 19 years Jerusalem was divided, Jews
were forced from the Jewish Quarter and the
Old City, barred from Holy sites, and Jewish
cemeteries and synagogues were vandalized.
In the days leading up to the six-day war, the
armies of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria massed on
Israel’s borders, threatening the Jewish people
with annihilation for the second time in just
two decades. The Israeli people fought for
their survival and achieved a miraculous vic-
tory. In reuniting the city, Jerusalem once
again became a place where people of all
faiths can worship.

Despite this victory, the final status of Jeru-
salem and the safety of the State of Israel and
its people, regardless of ethnicity or religion,
will not be secured until peace is achieved.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to introduce this bi-
partisan resolution today, and urge its speedy
consideration and passage by this body.

——
RECOGNIZING MASTER AT ARMS
FIRST CLASS JOSEPH

PELLICANO FROM PACE, FLOR-
IDA

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the incredibly heroic Master at Arms
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